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The Story Beneath the Story. The Map You Didn’t Know You Were Following.
Most people don’t realize they’re living inside a story — until it stops working.
A career that once made sense no longer fits. A relationship shifts. An identity that carried them for years begins to feel… off.
However, what looks like confusion on the surface is often something else entirely — not a problem to solve, but rather a portal to step through.
Shannon Presson spent decades building a career that looked, from the outside, exactly like success was supposed to look. She also spent those decades quietly struggling because she began to suspect that the map she was following — the one that said this is how a successful life looks — had been drawn by someone else.
The journey she took to create a new map for herself became a book. That book is “The Unexpected Story.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Suggested Intro: Shannon Presson is an author, storyteller, and speaker who explores the hidden stories shaping our lives. Her book, “The Unexpected Story,” is told in two parts: “Lumina’s Journey,” (a story of awakening and self-discovery) and “The Dragonfly Path” (a field guide for recognizing and reshaping the narratives that shape our lives). Shannon’s work centers on what happens when the life you’ve been living no longer fits and how to move forward without forcing answers. She’s known for her ability to see the story beneath the story and name it in a way that helps people recognize themselves — and choose a new path. Learn more at TheUnexpectedStory.com.
Online Press Kit: ShannonPresson.OnlinePressKit247.com – images, more story ideas, etc.
Public Website: TheUnexpectedStory.com.
Suggested TOPICS for DISCUSSION:
· When Your Life Looks Fine to Everyone Else… But You Know It Isn’t – From the outside, your life looks fine. But underneath, there’s a persistent ache that something isn’t right. This conversation explores what that moment really is — not a failure, but a turning point — and how it often signals that the story you’ve been living is ready to change.
· When the Map Stops Working – What do you do when the path you’ve been following no longer makes sense, and there isn’t a clear next step? This conversation explores how to navigate uncertainty without forcing answers, and why the moment the map stops working may be the moment something truer begins to emerge.
· You’re Not Lost; You’re in Transition – More people than ever feel like their lives no longer fit, but what if that feeling isn’t failure, but a signal? This story reframes uncertainty as a natural and necessary stage of growth, helping audiences understand why disorientation often precedes meaningful change.
Suggested Interview QUESTIONS:
1. What is The Unexpected Story — and what does the mythic lens allow people to see that they might otherwise miss?
2. You say we all live inside stories we didn’t consciously choose. How can someone begin to recognize the story they’re currently living inside?
3. What are the core stories you see shaping people’s lives — and how do they tend to show up in ways we don’t immediately recognize?
4. What keeps people loyal to patterns or identities that no longer fit — even when part of them knows something needs to change?
5. How can someone tell the difference between a life they’ve been following… and one that’s actually their own?
6. You describe “Big You” and “Little You.” How do those two voices tend to show up — and how can someone begin to tell which one is speaking?
7. What’s really happening beneath the surface when life starts to feel uncertain, messy, or disorienting?
8. When someone is in a major life transition, how does intuition actually show up — and why is it so easy to dismiss?

To book Shannon Presson or another Wasabi expert, contact Michelle Tennant: 828-749-3200, Michelle@WasabiPublicity.com
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